Fairbanks North Star Borough

CHENA RIVERFRONT COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA
October 27, 2021 at 12:00 p.m.
This meeting will be held at or hosted from the
Mona Lisa Drexler Assembly Chambers
Juanita Helms Administration Center
907 Terminal Street, Fairbanks, AK
This meeting will be conducted in-person and by zoom or zoom-only with consideration given to
the Borough Operational Status and if the Juanita Helms Administration Center is otherwise open
to the public. Please visit https://www.fnsb.gov/406/Boards-Commissions or contact the Borough
Clerk’s Office (907) 459-1401.

A. CALL TO ORDER
B. ROLL CALL
C. MESSAGES
C.1.Chair's Comments
C.2. Citizens' Comments - limited to 3 minutes
C.2.a. Agenda items not scheduled for public hearing
C.2.b. Items other than those appearing on the agenda
C.3. Disclosure and Statement of Conflict of Interest
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of consent agenda passes all routine items indicated by asterisk
(*) on agenda. Consent agenda items are not considered separately unless
any Commission member or citizen so requests. In the event of such
request, the item is returned to the general agenda.
E. MINUTES
E.1. *Chena Riverfront Commission Meeting Minutes from
September 22, 2021.
Documents:
09_22_2021_CRFC_DRAFT MINUTES.pdf

F. REPORTS

September 22, 2021.
Documents:
09_22_2021_CRFC_DRAFT MINUTES.pdf

F. REPORTS
F.1. Update on CIP, Chena River Safety Signage Project Nomination,
by Brian Charlton, Parks and Recreation.
Documents:
CIP Chena River Safety Signage Letter.pdf

F.2. Update on FAST Planning Bloomberg Philanthropies 'Asphalt
Initiative Grant' by Jackson Fox, FAST Planning.
Documents:
Asphalt_Art_Proposal.pdf

F.3. Status Update on the Cowles Street Reconstruction Project by
Ivet Hall, AK DOT&PF.
F.4. Status Updates on the Alaska DOT&PF Riverfront Projects by
John Netardus, AK DOT&PF.
F.5. Status updates on Chena Riverfront Commission Project List by
Kellen Spillman, Acting Community Planning Director.
Documents:
CRFC_Project_List_2021-0903.pdf

G. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
G.1. Update and possible recommendation on the maintenance of
the Chena Riverwalk Phase III Project by Jackson Fox, FAST
Planning and FNSB Community Planning.
H. NEW BUSINESS
H.1. Review and Approve Letter of Support to FNSB Mayor Ward or
Ricky Gease, Alaska State Parks Director, on the Chena River
State Recreation Site (Wayside) by Commissioner Henszey,
Chena Riverfront Commission.
Documents:
Chena River State Recreation Site (Wayside) Draft Letter of Support.pdf

I. EXCUSE FUTURE ABSENCES
J. COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS
K. ADJOURNMENT
L. AUDIO FILES
10_27_2021_CRFC_AUDIO RECORDING TRACK 1
M. ACTION MEMORANDUM

L. AUDIO FILES
10_27_2021_CRFC_AUDIO RECORDING TRACK 1
M. ACTION MEMORANDUM
Documents:
10_27_2021_CRFC_ACTION MEMO.docx.pdf

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH
Chena Riverfront Commission
September 22, 2021
12:07 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Chena Riverfront Commission was held Wednesday, September
22, 2021, in the Mona Lisa Drexler Assembly Chambers of the Juanita Helms
Administration Center, 907 Terminal Street, Fairbanks, Alaska.
ROLL CALL
There were present appearing telephonically and in person:
Diana Campbell
Julie Jones (Joined at 1:10 p.m.)
Lee Wood
Buki Wright, Chairperson

Robert Henszey
Gregory Barker
Annette Freiburger, Vice-Chairperson

Comprising a quorum of the Commission, and
Sharon Wittenkeller, Administrative Assistant III, Clerk
Kellen Spillman, Acting Community Planning Director
Melissa Kellner, Acting Community Planning Deputy Director
Donnie Hayes, Parks and Recreation, Director
Brian Charlton, Parks and Recreation, Project Coordinator
Andrew Ackerman, City of Fairbanks, Environmental Manager
John Netardus, State of Alaska DOT&PF, Engineer/Architect II
Jackson Fox, FAST Planning, Executive Director
Ashley Carrick, Tanana Valley Watershed Association, Executive Director
Absent & Excused
Wade Binkley
MESSAGES
1.

Chair’s Comments

Chair Wright reminded everyone to mute their microphones on Zoom when they are not
speaking and warned he could possibly experience technical difficulties with his
connection on Zoom.
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Messages – continued
2.a.

Citizen’s Comments on agenda items not scheduled for public hearing.
NONE

2.b.

Citizen’s Comments on items other than those appearing on the agenda.
NONE

3.

Disclosure & Statement of Conflict of Interest
NONE

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
Chair Wright requested to move item H.1. ahead of item G.1. on the agenda.
HENSZEY,
Seconded by WOOD

moved to approve the agenda as reordered and consent agenda as read.

VOTE ON MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS RE-ORDERED AND CONSENT AGENDA
AS READ.
Yeses:

Barker, Campbell,
Freiburger, Wright

Noes:

None

MOTION CARRIED

6 Yeses, 0 Noes

Henszey,

Wood,

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1.

*Chena Riverfront Commission Meeting Minutes of August 25, 2021.

Without objection this measure was read by title and approved under the consent agenda.
REPORTS
1.a. Status updates on Chena Riverfront Commission Project List by Acting Community
Planning Director Kellen Spillman.
Kellen Spillman, Acting Community Planning Director, explained the Chena Riverfront
Commission Project List was updated and informed the Commission if anyone had
updates or additions to include on the project list to let him know. Mr. Spillman noted
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REPORTS – continued
Community Planning staff vacancies and a rezone application that was submitted for
property along the Chena River in the Smith Ranch neighborhood which will be forwarded
to the Chena Riverfront Commission for review.
1.b. Status Update of Letter of Support to FAST Planning regarding River Safety Signage.
Chair Wright explained the letter of support was completed and sent.
1.c. Status of the State of Alaska Chena River State Recreation Site (Wayside) by Brian
Charlton Project Coordinator with the Parks and Recreation Department.
Brian Charlton, Parks and Recreation Project Coordinator, shared the reply he received
from State Parks, which noted the Chena River State Recreation Site will remain closed
for the time being. They expressed they are currently strategizing on what the future of
the site looks like. Unfortunately, they do not know what this means for the 2022 season.
Mr. Charlton has the contact information if anyone would like to discuss it with them
further.
Mr. Charlton expressed his understanding of the situation, which was, there were issues
with partying, homeless frequenting, and difficulty with enforcement because it is a state
facility within the city. It was also his understanding that due to staffing issues they are
on hold and will not be open for the 2022 summer.
Mr. Charlton further noted from his experience working at the facility, is the rangers
experienced challenges dealing with the facility. The facility needs a full-time employee,
and it is operated by volunteers.
Commissioner Henszey commented it is worth looking into seeing if there is something
the Commission can do. He further explained it is one of the few areas that has native
vegetation growing along the Chena River.
Mr. Charlton stated a letter to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Parks
Commissioner or Director stating their support for keeping the facility could be useful.
Chair Wright inquired if Commissioner Henszey would draft a letter of support before the
next meeting. Commissioner Henszey accepted.
1.d Status Update on the Alaska DOT&PF Riverfront Projects by John Netardus.
John Netardus, State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
(DOT&PF), provided status updates on the following DOT&PF riverfront projects:
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REPORTS – continued
University Avenue, Wendell Avenue, 3rd Street, Growden Park path, Chena River Walk
Phase III, Airport Way West, Cushman Street Bridge, Steese Bridge Redecking, and
Cowles Street Reconstruction.
Chair Wright inquired on the following:
•

•
•

Growden Park Project, status of seeding and who is responsible for the
interpretative signs. It was answered dormant seeding is going down this week
and the interpretive signs were done by FNSB Parks and Rec, Brian Charlton and
team, who conducted the research.
Cushman Street Bridge Project, projection of the bridge closure and how it would
be detoured. It was answered most likely a year bridge closure, and Mr. Netardus
stated he would follow up with definitive answers.
Cowles Street Project, construction year. It was unknown at the time.

Andrew Ackerman, City of Fairbanks, Environmental Manager, inquired about the new
ADA ramps in relation to the Cowles Street Project; whether it is due to the project being
extended into the 1st Avenue intersection or whether it is that the design originally
neglected the ramps. It was answered, a little of both, it was neglected, and they did
extend it.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Review the Draft Pioneer Park Master Plan and determine if the plan is consistent
with the goals and objectives of the Chena Riverfront Plan and make a
recommendation to the Borough Mayor.
Kellen Spillman, Acting Community Planning Director, expressed FNSB Mayor Ward
officially requested the Chena Riverfront Commission to weigh in on the Draft Pioneer
Park Master Plan. They were hoping to receive action from the Commission at the
meeting. He noted Donnie Hayes, Parks and Recreation Director, would provide the
presentation and Melissa Kellner, Acting Community Planning Deputy Director, analyzed
the Draft Pioneer Park Master Plan in terms of consistency with the Chena Riverfront Plan,
and would follow up with comments.
It was noted this meeting was the best opportunity to weigh-in and provide action, as
the draft plan is also going before the Planning Commission, and Assembly for an official
resolution, and they appreciate input on the consistency with the Chena Riverfront Plan.
Donnie Hayes, Parks and Recreation Director, provided a presentation on the Draft
Pioneer Park Master Plan and focused on some projects and ideas planned along the
river.
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NEW BUSINESS – continued
Commissioners and Liaisons questioned and discussed with Mr. Hayes the following:
•

•

•

•
•

Additional details on the Chena Heritage portion of the park; proposed buildings
and how Chena River frontage is proposed to change.
o It was noted the new facility would be relocated along Peger Road. The
parking spaces along Peger Road would be increased, making parking more
convenient, to be able to pull right up to the facility which would include
such attractions as restaurants, gathering space, the Bear Gallery, office
space for the Art Association, and a preschool. A new round-a-bout and
parking spaces will also be constructed as well as a drive down dock. As the
plan is in draft form, these are general ideas and none of the facilities have
currently been engineered. Once funding is approved, work may begin on
actual planning.
Whether the plan includes expanding the grass contact with the river from what
there is currently, or if it will be kept roughly the same. It was answered the grass
area will not be directly moved onto the bank; it is all above, or south of, the actual
trail itself where the trail will be added.
Theater in the Centennial Hall; would there be space available for the theater in
the multi-purpose space. It was answered there would not be a theater built in,
but there will be the availability as a gathering space that has the option to have
temporary staging built and portable seating.
View deck on structures near the river; whether it is still within the plan. It was
answered yes, on several structures.
Whether the Alaska Railroad is planning to develop homes on the other side of
Chena River Walk, and whether natural vegetation along the river will disappear.
It was answered the area is zoned GU1 with a multitude of allowable uses within
that zone. There are no immediate plans for development.

Melissa Kellner, Acting Community Planning Deputy Director, provided an overview on
the consistency of the Draft Pioneer Park Master Plan with the Chena Riverfront Plan.
Two similar themes particular to the river within the plans are access to the river and the
community’s connection to the river. Other similar themes included location, facilities’
projects such as viewing platforms, interpretive signs, seating, food vendor near the river,
improved parking near the river, a new north entrance and a new north pavilion, publicprivate partnerships help meet the Chena Riverfront Plan goals.
Ms. Kellner further explained her review of the Regional Comprehensive Plan broader
goals, the Chena Riverfront Plan is a component of the Comp Plan, which the Chena
Riverfront Commission and Planning Commission will take this into consideration for
consistency between the two plans. Broader goals included land use goal 4,
environmental goal 3, community and human resources goal 1.
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NEW BUSINESS – continued
The Community Planning Department recommended the Chena Riverfront Commission
recognize the Draft Pioneer Park Master Plan as being consistent with the Chena
Riverfront Plan.
Commissioner Campbell inquired about the native village, and if any of the original
components would remain. It was answered yes, there will still be components of the
Native Village including the totem poles, and restoration to one of the Kashims will occur.
Parks and Recreation is exploring ways to partner with groups such as World Eskimo
Indian Olympics (WEIO) to do presentations in the gathering space. One of the members
of the advisory committee is a member of Fairbanks Native Association (FNA) and
provided great feedback on ways in which the park can connect with Native Alaskan
organizations.
Commissioner Campbell pointed out that Kashim comes from the northern Inupiat region,
totems come from the southeast region, and there is a vibrant native community of
Athabascan, and the Chena Indians in the interior region. Chena is an Athabascan name.
Commissioner Campbell would like to see the rich heritage reflected within the park. The
masks outside of the Civic Center are traditionally Inupiat or Yupik forms of art. She
expressed the important connection of the river. She suggested a tour of Chief Andrew
Isaac Health Center and the Doyon, Limited lobby, all of it was designed with the
closeness to the seasons, land and rivers in mind.
Commissioner Freiburger supported the comments from Commissioner Campbell and
added other groups were more represented. She noted, in the past FNA did have an
active role when they had the native village going, presentations, plays, etc., but it was
not sustainable. She was excited about the park plan, more access to the river and hopes
to have a walkway on the other side of the river. She liked the idea of the parking spots
being relocated, things moving away from the river, and opening it up. She expressed
there is great compatibility with the goals of the Commission and applauded those who
participated in the plan.
FREIBURGER,
Seconded by CAMPBELL

moved to recommend to the FNSB Mayor
and Assembly, per FNSBC 4.32.090(G),
that the Draft Pioneer Park Master Plan is
consistent with the Chena Riverfront Plan.

Commissioner Campbell asked if it had to be called “Pioneer Park” and expressed a better
name would be Chena Park.
Chair Wright replied, yes, it has to be called Pioneer Park, because that is what it is. It is
certainly worth talking about in the future, at the moment they don’t have the ability to.
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NEW BUSINESS – continued
Commissioner Jones stated public testimony was available for several months to provide
feedback on the plan, but it is now closed.
Mr. Hayes expressed in the draft master plan there is a section which addresses the
community’s concerns about the name of the park. The plan does not state they are
going to change the name, but it does state it is something that needs to be discussed in
a much stronger, more open public comment period. It was too large of a project to focus
on specifically in the draft master plan, but it is built into it to address in the future.
VOTE ON MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE FNSB MAYOR AND ASSEMBLY, PER FNSBC
4.32.090(G), THAT THE DRAFT PIONEER PARK MASTER PLAN IS CONSISTENT WITH
THE CHENA RIVERFRONT PLAN.
Yeses:

Henszey, Campbell, Wood, Freiburger,
Jones, Barker, Wright

Noes:

None

MOTION CARRIED

7 Yeses, 0 Noes

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. Update and possible recommendation on the maintenance of the Chena Riverwalk
Phase III Project by Jackson Fox, FAST Planning and Community Planning.
Mr. Spillman shared an updated from Mr. Fox; no new updates, other than they anticipate
opening the right-of-way phase for the federal project in October. Preliminary discussions
with the City of Fairbanks, indicate they may be willing to take on summer maintenance
if Borough Parks and Recreation assisted with winter maintenance. The maintenance
commitment has not been discussed at the council finance committee meeting, both
decisions have yet to be made. Mr. Spillman recommended keeping this item on the
agenda for the next meeting.
EXCUSE FUTURE ABSENCES
NONE
COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS
Commissioner Henszey stated he was pleased with the Draft Pioneer Park Master Plan
presentation.
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COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS – continued
Mr. Charlton credited Laura Minski for the interpretive signs at Growden Park path.
Mr. Spillman commented on behalf of Mr. Fox, noting Mr. Fox submitted a Borough Capital
Improvement Project (CIP) project nomination for the Chena Riverfront safety signage
as an official project to be included in the CIP, which included the letter of support from
the Chena Riverfront Commission, Borough Parks and Recreation, Fairbanks Paddlers,
and the Storm Water District.
Ms. Kellner was pleased to attend the meeting and appreciated Mr. Hayes presentation.
She noted Mr. Hayes will also present the Draft Pioneer Park Master Plan to the Historic
Preservation Commission at their next meeting on October 6, 2021 and ensuring all the
boards and commissions are included in the process.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Chena Riverfront Commission, the
meeting was adjourned at 1:33 p.m.
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Project Team (Limit: 200 words)
The core Project Team will consist of the City of Fairbanks, FAST Planning (501c3), and Downtown
Association of Fairbanks (501c3/c4). The City's Engineering and Public Works Departments, which
control and maintain the road right‐of‐way, will provide direct oversight of the project and be engaged
in every project action to provide necessary permissions, approvals, and in‐kind support such as traffic
control during the art installations. FAST Planning will manage the execution of the project, including
serving as the project's fiscal agent, issuing the call for art and artists/artist teams, ordering supplies,
and community‐wide engagement before, during, and after the art installation. The Downtown
Association, which represents and serves downtown businesses, will support the project by informing
and engaging businesses in the downtown core and assisting with an unveiling/celebration event of the
art installations upon completion. The Fairbanks Arts Association (501c3), Festival Fairbanks (501c3),
Explore Fairbanks (501c6), and Tanana Valley Watershed Association (501c3) are also anticipated to
partner on the project at different stages of its development as detailed in later sections of this
application.
Project Title
FBX ParticiPaints
Project Summary (200 words)
FAST Planning is a transportation planning organization and recently completed a series of stakeholder
engagement efforts in partnership with the City to develop a new vision for two intersecting streets in
downtown Fairbanks – 5th Avenue and Lacey Street. Both streets were selected to be redeveloped as
“green streets” in FAST Planning’s 2019 Green Streets Plan due to their low volumes of vehicle traffic,
lack of dedicated space for users other than vehicles (i.e. pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit), and lack of
green infrastructure for stormwater runoff, landscaping, and beautification. Four stakeholder meetings
were held January‐March 2020 for 5th Avenue to explore design alternatives to reduce the number of
travel lanes from two to one to provide space for wider sidewalks, bicycle lanes, tree wells, and
bioretention areas/landscaping. In the same fashion, six stakeholder meetings were held July‐October
2020 for Lacey Street to explore alternatives to reduce the number of travel lanes for a more blended
corridor, including the possibility of closing the street entirely to vehicles for a linear park in downtown.
This project would artistically paint these alternatives on the streets for the community to experience
before the City makes their final decision on the future road improvements.
Site Description (200 words)
There are two sites proposed for the project – 5th Avenue between Cushman and Barnette Street, and
Lacey Street between 10th and 12th Avenue. 5th Avenue is a one‐way street that has one of the lowest
traffic volumes in the downtown core averaging 711 vehicles per day. The street has 55 feet of right‐of‐
way on this segment with two travel lanes for vehicles, parking on both sides of the street, and
minimum 6‐foot‐wide sidewalks. 5th Avenue hosts the Fairbank’s bus transit center at its intersection
with Cushman Street, as well as the historic City Hall building, School District’s headquarters building,
parking lot to the Children’s Museum, multiple restaurants, retail shops, and an extended stay hotel.
Lacey Street is a two‐way street and also has low traffic volumes averaging 1,097 vehicles per day, 45‐

feet of right‐of‐way, and below minimum 4‐ to 5‐foot‐wide sidewalks on both sides of the street. The
street also hosts the School District’s headquarters building at its intersection with 5th Avenue,
downtown’s public parking garage, downtown’s largest apartment building (8 stories), a senior center,
hotels at each end, multiple restaurants, retail shops, co‐op market, and a community garden for
disadvantaged residents.
Site Location
5th Avenue between Cushman and Barnette Street (64°50'19.58" N, 147°42'54.36" W)
Lacey Street between 10th and 12th Avenue (64°50'30.27" N, 147°43'21.66" W)
Site Owner
City of Fairbanks ‐ both streets (5th Avenue and Lacey Street) are public right‐of‐way and managed and
maintained by the City's Engineering and Public Works Departments.
Other Metrics
Support from City (site owner) to carry design alternatives forward for future road improvements.
Metrics Collection Plan (100 words)
Success of this project will primarily be based upon the City’s support to carry design alternatives
forward for future road improvements that reduce the number of travel lanes to dedicate more space
for other users (i.e. pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit) and incorporate green infrastructure into the
streetscape. With reconstruction of 5th Avenue slated for 2023 and Lacey Street as early as 2026, the
outcome of this project will be readily discernable in the years following. Success of this project will also
be measured by the community support (via surveys) and media interest in re‐designing these streets to
accommodate more users.
Timeline (100 words)
Community Engagement: February‐October 2022
Call for Art and Artists/Artist Teams & Selection: March‐April 2022
Detailed Design Development, Paint Supply Ordering, & Traffic Control Planning: May 2022
Event Permitting, Site Preparation, Deployment of Traffic Control Devices, Art Installation, &
Unveiling/Celebration Event: June 2022
Removal: 5th Avenue ‐ 2023, Lacey Street ‐ 2024
Artist/Design Selection (100 words)
The City, in partnership with the Tanana Valley Watershed Association, has hosted an annual Storm
Drain Art event for the past 7 years (see http://www.tvwatershed.org/storm‐drain‐art‐pictures). FAST
Planning, in collaboration with the Fairbanks Arts Association, will use their model for the call for art and
artists/artist teams to submit sketches and resumes for the art installations considering the project

themes. FAST Planning’s standing Project Enhancement Committee will then vote on the submittals to
select the artwork/artists based on their qualifications and experience with other public art installations
(including the Storm Drain Art event and murals on buildings throughout the community).
Community Engagement (100 words)
FAST Planning and the Downtown Association, with support from Festival Fairbanks and Explore
Fairbanks, will carry out a social media campaign via Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn to
inform and engage the downtown businesses and general public during each stage of the project. In
addition to the social media campaign, flyers that showcase the project will be distributed throughout
downtown and to key retail shopping and other public locations where community members gather.
Direct outreach will also be made to the local newspaper, radio stations, and other media outlets for
interviews to help spread the word to broader audiences.
Materials & Maintenance (100 words)
The paint to be used will be the same eco‐friendly (dry waterborne alkyd latex) traffic marking paint the
City uses for road striping (Aexcelcorp Bio‐Stripe). The paint comes in six colors and will be shipped to
Fairbanks in advance of the art installations. 5th Avenue is slated for reconstruction in 2023 so the paint
will be removed when the asphalt is replaced. Lacey Street is slated for reconstruction at earliest 2026,
so the paint would be removed during the second summer following installation. Removal would be
accomplished by power washing, sand blasting, mechanical sweeping, and/or covered with black seal
coat.
Budget
$25,000 – advertising/promotion/printing costs, purchase of paint, artist stipends for painting supplies
and their labor, equipment rental, event permitting fees, food and refreshments, etc.
Additional Budget Description
DESIGN ‐ 4 artist stipends @ $1500 each per artist/artist team (5th Ave southside, 5th Ave northside,
Lacey St 10th‐11th Ave, Lacey St 11th‐12th Ave); LABOR ‐ supporting labor from 4 non‐profits ($500
each), application of seal coat ($3000); SUPPLIES ‐ paint (24k SF @ 100 SF/gallon = 240 gallons X
$30/gallon = $7200 + $3000 shipping to Alaska, $1200 artist supplies @ $300 each X 4, and $500 for
marketing materials); OTHER ‐ event permitting fees ($600), advertising/promotion ($1000), food/water
($500).
Additional Funding Sources
FAST Planning will cover any additional costs/overruns as needed for the successful completion of the
project.
In‐Kind Support (100 words)
FAST Planning would provide in‐kind staff labor to manage and execute the project. The City’s
Engineering Department would provide in‐kind staff labor for development of the Traffic Control Plan
for painting event, identification of allowed areas on asphalt and sidewalk surfaces to be painted in

consideration maintaining traffic markings (i.e. road striping), and approval of paint product/type to be
used. The City’s Public Works Department would provide in‐kind staff labor and equipment usage for
street sweeping and power washing the asphalt and sidewalk surfaces to be painted, and deployment of
traffic control devices before painting event and collection afterwards.
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Chena Riverfront Commission
PROJECT LIST

September 2021

Listed below are the adopted priority tasks for the Joint City/Borough Chena Riverfront
Commission. These tasks serve to implement the goals and objectives outlined in the
Chena Riverfront Plan adopted by the City of Fairbanks and the Fairbanks North Star
Borough.
A. Elodea Infestation. Support the efforts of FSWCD, TVWA, USFWS, and others to
achieve desired control of invasive plant species in our waterways.
Update:

from Aditi Shenoy with FSWCD on May 8, 2019

B. Chena Riverwalk. Work collaboratively with the ADOT&PF, ARRC, FAST Planning
and Festival Fairbanks on riverfront bike path projects, particularly on the north
side of the river, e.g. on the Phillips Field Road realignment project, to ensure that
the bike path is as close as possible to the Chena River bank. Keep track of
upcoming subdivision and collaborate with ARRC to engage new property owners
about current riparian zone concerns.
Update:

CRFC recommendation letter submitted on March 14, 2018
from Jackson Fox with FAST Planning fall and summer 2021
Working on possible maintenance agreement between ARRC and
CoF/FNSB
Updated e-mail from Jackson Fox at 8.25.21 Meeting. ARRC wants a
long term lease with CoF for market value.

C. Riverfront Riparian Zone Education. Continue collaboration with the local, state,
and federal agencies and other stakeholders to bring communities together by
using common terminology and definitions for evaluating the health and condition
of the riparian zone, and by disseminating information through training on fish and
wildlife friendly techniques for riverfront landowners to stabilize their streambanks.
Follow the TVWA WRAP (Watershed Resource Action Plan) and build support
through community leaders, including the Borough Planning Commission, the
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Borough Assembly and the City Council. Work to develop a fact-based riparian
management plan and update/expand rational riverfront setback standards.
Support TVWA public education program regarding the impacts of dumping debris
in the river and Noyes Slough. Expand education effort to include other Fairbanks
Green Infrastructure Group actions.
Update:

Living Alongside Salmon Homes brochure completed, printed and
distributed as of June 30, 2019 (mailed out 2,000)
Update from Kellen Spillman with FNSB on June 13, 2018
As of Aug 2021 several hundred more brochures, what do we want to do
with them? – August meeting, decided to wait to winter to brainstorm
about what to do with extra brochures.

D. River Safety Signage. Facilitate bringing together key parties, including FAST
Planning and ADOT&PF during bridge reconstruction projects, the Fairbanks
branch of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and other river users, to improve on river
safety issues, including bridge signage and mile markers, “Kids Don’t Float”
stations and other features. [Update: Slowed due to Pandemic. Get funding to get
final design, then go from there. Plan lead TVWA, Cynthia has changed. Wade
create letters to send out to community. Brian Charlton – AK529 Program “Kids
Don’t Float”- ask for sponsor. Graehl Park 1st Proposed Site.]
Update:

from Commissioner Wade Binkley with CRFC on August 26, 2020
Jackson Fox, FAST Planning, is working on project to put signs on all of
the bridges. Possible collaboration between CRFC, FAST Planning, and
possible funding from FNSB, Aug 2021, Commission voted for letter of
support at August meeting

E. Pioneer Park Masterplan. Coordinate with the FNSB Parks & Recreation
Department and other community groups, including the TVWA, FSWCD and FGIG
to pursue design and implementation of the waterfront facilities upgrade at Pioneer
Park. Address improvements and link to the Chena Riverwalk.
Update:

from TVWA on March 9, 2016
Aiming for an update by the project manager fall of 2021
When completed will make recommendation.
Update at August meeting, action item at September meeting
(recommendation to PC)

F. Fairbanks Downtown Plan & Downtown Street Reconstruction. Provide input and
support to FMATS and City of Fairbanks contractors and landowners to include
green zones near sidewalks and streets that help filter pollutants, slow water runoff and trap sediment before it reaches the storm drains and river.
Update:
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from Kellen Spillman with FNSB on December 11, 2019
Worksession with consultant at November 2021 meeting

FNSB hired Agnew Beck to finalize plan.
G. Alaska DOT&PF Projects. Work with ADOT&PF on projects that may come before
the Commission to review and comment on their compatibility with the Chena
Riverfront Plan. See the ADOT&PF Active Project List, attached, provided courtesy
of Joe Kemp, ADOT&PF, specifically for CRFC-related projects.
Update:

from John Netardus with ADOT&PF monthly

H. TVWA Projects.
Update:
I.

from Cynthia Nelson with TVWA on June 10, 2019
Update from TVWA at August meeting

FNSB Recreational Trail Plan Update. Will continue to track and provide input to
the FNSB Administration and/or the Trails Advisory Commission (TAC) regarding
updating of the FNSB Recreational Trail Plan. Specific emphasis should be looked
at regarding trails on or along the Chena River or its tributaries. Investigate best
practices to incorporate salmon friendly vegetation with trails. This is a consultant
led effort.
Update:

from Kellen Spillman with FNSB quarterly with work sessions as needed
Aiming for an update by the project manager fall of 2021
Try to schedule work session winter 2021-2022

ACRONYMS
ADOT&PF
ARRC
FAST Planning
FNSB
FSWCD
FGIG
NOAA
TVWA
USFWS
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Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Fairbanks Area Surface Transportation Planning
Fairbanks North Star Borough
Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District
Fairbanks Green Infrastructure Group
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Tanana Valley Watershed Association
United States Fish and Wildlife Service

Fairbanks North Star Borough
DEPARTMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY

Division of Boards and Commissions
clerks@fnsb.gov
Main: (907) 459-1401
Fax: (907) 459-1224

Month, day, 2021
To: Mayor Ward

or:

Ricky Gease
Alaska State Parks Director

Subject: Chena River State Recreation Site (Wayside) Closed Indefinitely
Dear Mayor Ward:
The Chena Riverfront Commission (Commission) recently learned the Chena River State
Recreation Site (Wayside) on the south bank of the Chena River just upstream from
University Avenue was closed for at least the last part of the summer of 2021. When
Brian Charlton, Borough Parks Project Coordinator, asked the Alaska State Parks on behalf
of the Commission, he learned the Wayside “…will remain closed for the time being. [The
state is] currently strategizing on what the future of the Site looks like. Unfortunately
[the state doesn’t] even have a rough idea what that means for the 2022 season.”
The Commission believes the Wayside is an invaluable asset to Fairbanks and the FNSB.
The Wayside provides a unique intown camping opportunity and picnic site along the
Chena River for visitors and residents, a boat launch, riverside trail, and is one of the few
remaining forested areas along the River between the Parks Highway and Fort
Wainwright. The Chena Riverfront Plan (CRFP) recognizes the importance of areas such
as the Wayside as part of our community’s recreation network and access to the River,
including CRFP:

Goal II: Develop and Integrate the River’s Multiple Orientations to Create an
Integrated Whole; Policy 6: Build upon and increase the recreational opportunities
of the river for individual, public, and commercial purposes; Objective B: Provide
linkages between parks through use of greenbelts, designated pathways,
conservation easements or consistent landscaping.
Goal IV: Create and Enhance Physical and Visual Access to the River for All People;
Policy 2: Encourage public and private partnerships that facilitate appropriate
access to, on and along the river; Objective A: Provide for and encourage multimodal transportation options, such as boat launches, canoe/kayak launch sites and
river marina.

Physical: 907 Terminal St. Fairbanks, AK 99701

Website: fnsb.gov

Mailing: PO Box 71267, Fairbanks, AK 99707
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The Commission recommends the Borough work with the Alaska State Parks to ensure
the Wayside remains open in the future for the enjoyment of our visitors and residents.
We thank you in advance for considering our recommendation. If you have any questions
or need additional information, please contact me at buki.wright@fnsb-bc.us.
Sincerely,

Buki Wright, Chairperson
Chena Riverfront Commission

